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RESPONSIBLE BODY:
UNLEASHING THE POTENTIAL

FOR NATURE'S RECOVERY

As the biodiversity net gain (BNG) and nature Initial steps
recovery team within RSK Biocensus, RSK

e R X Before entering into a conservation covenant, we will take some
Wilding will assume the role of Responsible 9 '

Body. This makes best use of our specialist initial steps.

expertise, which spans ecological consultancy, = We will conduct a risk assessment. This is essential given the length of
landscape architecture, planning and time that conservation covenants can run for and the ability for them
biodiversity conservation, meaning we can to pass with the land onto future owners. Our risk assessment will
tailor solutions to optimise land use while include a review of the landowner and/or organisation for longevity
safeguarding natural resources. and financial stability (including insolvency searches, etc.).

What will your Responsible Body do? . We will conduct a conflict check to ensure there are no existing or

As your Responsible Body, we are here to assist likely conflicts of interest.

you in realising your conservation goa|5 and . We will investigate the |ega| title of the land. This is similar to the
legally protecting relevant outcomes on your first part of a conveyancing process and ensures that there are no
land in the long term. existing legal obligations (restrictive covenants, easements, etc.)

Our approach is flexible and adaptive so that that will interfere with the conservation covenant. We may also feel
we can work with your requirements to meet the it necessary to carry out a local search to check for local byelaws and
highest standards and ensure that obligations for conservation policies. Your legal team may have investigated the title
BNG and other relevant environmental measures already, in which case we may ask for copies of searches that have
are delivered for long-term public benefit. already been done.

Our team of expert ecologists will review the viability of the proposals
for the land, which may include a review of your existing surveys, if
you have them, to understand the land’s ecological context and any
other environmental reports it considers necessary (such as water and
drainage searches, etc.).

A habitat management and monitoring plan is required to be
attached to a conservation covenant if BNG is needed for planning
permission. There may also be other habitat management plans
prepared. Our team of ecologists will review these to confirm they are
of a certain standard (details to follow separately). It may be that you
would like a habitat management and monitoring plan to be created
for you, in which case we can provide this as well.

To see a range of our projects, details about our team, news updates and more,
visit our website: https://www.rskwilding.com/

MK0478_1



RESPONSIBLE BODY: UNLEASHING THE

POTENTIAL FOR NATURE'S RECOVERY

The conservation covenant

Once satisfied that the land is suitable and we are able to enter into

a conservation covenant, our legal team will draft this. It will be a
bespoke agreement that will detail the land plans, as well as any costs
associated with the maintenance and payments to third parties, and a
clear set of steps for dispute resolution. You are advised to seek your
own legal advice before signing.

Once the conservation covenant has been agreed, we will register
this as a local land charge and forward you confirmation from the
Land Registry.

Monitoring and verification

The role of a Responsible Body is to legally secure the land and ensure
the goals of the landowner are achieved through monitoring and
evaluating the site. There are two options for monitoring:

= You instruct your own ecologists to review the site and provide us
with reports. We will take steps to verify these and conduct a certain
number of on-site visits and spot checks.

. We can carry out all the on-site monitoring ourselves.

We cannot take part in the creation of the habitat or the development
of the site, as there will be a conflict of interest if we are monitoring our
own work on-site.

Additional services

Our team of ecologists is always here to provide any extra advice.
Conservation covenants can simplify matters if you are going through
the planning process, as you are required to provide 10% BNG on land
within your red line boundary. If you are going through the planning
process, this can still be lengthy and difficult, and we are happy to
discuss your needs if you would like us to correspond with your local
planning authority regarding the conservation covenant.

We are happy to discuss any other uses you may have for conservation
covenants. Examples include:

= habitat protection and restoration

= dedicated species recovery

. natural flood management

. climate change resilience

. cultural heritage and public access

. sustainable land management and regenerative agriculture.

Disclaimer: we have internal legal staff who will be drafting documents
such as the conservation covenant, but please note that we are not a
registered law firm and do not provide external legal advice. You are
encouraged to always seek your own legal advice before entering into
a contract.

To see a range of our projects, details about our team, news updates and more, m

visit our website: https://www.rskwilding.com/ biocensus
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